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From the Pastorôs Deské.. 

Building Life on a Solid Foundation in 2012 

ñAnyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.ò 

Matthew 7:24 

The beginning of each new calendar year provides an exciting opportunity for a fresh start. When December 31st 

arrives, we know that the past is about to be replaced by a new beginning. The future overcomes the past and 

present. We can start over. We can begin again.   

Jesus teaches that we build the very best new beginnings on solid rock. He said it this way at the conclusion of the 

Sermon on the Mount: ñAnyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house 

on solid rock.ò 

We are all familiar with footings and foundations, they are essential to the stability of your house. Footings anchor 

the home to the ground, support the foundation and distribute the weight of the house. The foundation is 

responsible for supporting the base of the house. Jesus teaches us that building our footings and foundations on 

solid rock will support a house so that the winds and storms of life cannot destroy. 

Are there times when the difficulties of life shake your house? Hurricane winds blow may through your marriage 

and cause the foundation to crack. Water pressure from storms with children can erode foundations. Economic 

whirlwinds twist the house on its foundation. The sinking sand of employment uncertainties undermines the 

stability of the foundation. Stress and rampant business cause the foundation to bulge and maybe even burst.  Real 

life means challenges. If your house is not built on solid rock, the foundation can give way.   

This New Year we can rebuild our foundations and set our homes on the solid rock of Jesusô teaching. We can 

fortify our foundation against hurricanes, water pressure, sinking sand, bulging and bursting by building in solid 

rock.  In his book, Power Surge, Michael Foss identifies six practices of disciples that describe the solid rock of 

Jesus teaching: 

1) Pray daily    2) Worship weekly    3) Read the Bible    4) Serve at and beyond Trinity    5) Be in 

relationships to encourage spiritual growth in others 

6) Give of your time, talents and resources 

These practices provide the solid rock for you to build your house of faith. Throughout the newsletter this month 

there are ministries you can bless with your daily prayer. I will start a special new sermon series, Hard Wired, in 

worship on January 15th.  This series will help you discover Godôs special ministry that He has hard wired into your 

life.  Pastor Neil will teach a series that goes along with the sermons that will allow you discover your spiritual gifts 

and how you can use them for mission. January is a time to rejoin, or join for the first time, Christian Education. All 

of our Christian Education opportunities allow you to join in at any time. The first Adult Rooted class, on January 

4th, will include a time of review so that we can move forward together into the remainder of our Romansô study.   

Godôs richest blessings in this New Year as together we grow in doing discipleship, and more importantly, being 

disciples, for Jesus Christ.  As we grow together, we build our Church, our homes, and our lives on the Solid Rock 

of Jesus Christ. 

        Your Pastor and Friend, 

January 2012 



Our next New Member Discover class begins January 22, 2012 during the Christian Education hour (10:15 AM) in 

Classroom C at the FLC. This four-session class provides a great setting to learn about living out your faith at Trinity. 

Those who have attended these class sessions and desire to join Trinity will be welcomed into membership in February. 

If you are interested, or you know someone who is, please let us know.  

Baptism Class: Parents, if your child hasnôt been baptized, please join Pastor Neil for a time of instruction and 

fellowship on Sunday, February 12, from 12:30 to 2:00 PM in Classroom D at the FLC. You will learn what Lutheran 

baptism is all about, what promises are made on behalf of your child and how to model faith to your child. If you will 

attend this class, please contact the Church office, 339-3788. 

Joe Surita will lead us through our 

workouts as we are motivated by God to 

care for our bodies. Together with our 

hard work, prayer and discipline, we 

will achieve our goals for health and 

fitness. Exercise with us at the FLC on  

Tues. and Thurs. evenings from 5:30 to 

6:15 PM and on Saturday mornings 7:30 

AM. Join Joe Surita for an informational 

meeting on Sunday, Jan 1 at 10:00 AM 

at the FLC or feel free to contact him, jrsurita@gmail.com, 

with questions. 

Hot for God: Join us on January 15
th

 at 12:30 PM at the FLC 

for a Chili Tasting Contest and lots of fun including a ñMinute-

To-Win-Itò competition. First prize is a  BEAUTIFUL Six-

Quart Programmable Slow Cooker by Hamilton Beach. 

Happening at Trinity  
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From the Associate Pastor 
So now what? Christmas and New Years have passed, the celebrations are over and the 

bills and the extra pounds remain like a bad holiday hangover. Perhaps some wonder 

so now what, what do I do with 2012. I canôt tell you what to resolve or what to do, but 

I can offer some possibilities to think about in the New Year. On January 9th there will be another opportunity to 

be a part of an ALPHA group. This is a wonderful place to get to know a small group of people and to learn 

about God in a safe environment. Also coming up mid- month is the series, Hard Wired, where in both worship 

and Sunday adult education we will look at the gifts God has placed within us and how we might use those gifts 

in Godôs service. Whatever you do I wish you a joyous 2012 that may be open to the gifts that God has placed 

before you.  ~Pastor Neil White, prneil@trinitylife.org 

Resolutions 

 

Starts Monday,  January 9 

6:00 PM; Church Center 

13-week series 


