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From the Pastorõs Deské.. 

The month of November includes two important celebrations: All Saints Day and Thanksgiving Day. All 
Saints Day, which is November 1st, and celebrated the first Sunday in November, is when the Church 
honors All Saints, known and unknown. Our worship on November 6th will include prayers to honor the 
faith of those whose funerals have been held through Trinity, and to honor those in our personal lives who 
have touched us with their faith. 

 Thanksgiving is celebrated on the 4th Thursday of November. Of Thanksgiving, Abraham Lincoln wrote, 
òTo these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they 
come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate 
and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God.ó  
Recognizing the blessed òprovidence of Almighty Godó, we will worship together at Trinityõs Family Life 
Center at 7:00 PM on Thanksgiving Eve Eve, Tuesday November 22nd. 

Recently, I encountered a powerful story from Dale Durie that brings these two important celebrations 
together with a challenging insight.  

One fall afternoon, my grandfather was at home with my grandmother and heard a knock on the 
door. The visitor was a neighbor lady who said to my grandfather, "I was out feeding the horses, 
and I felt like God was prompting me to come and say thank you for the difference you've made in 
my life." 

She sat down and began to tell stories about times when my grandfather had been merciful to her 
as a widow and cared for the cows and horses and done all of kinds of practical things. She 
thanked him for being so real. She went through this litany of good deeds, including bringing 
peace in relationships with some of her children. She finished with, "I just felt like God wanted me 
to tell you that." 

My grandfather paused and looked at her and said, "It was the Lord Jesus Christ who did it." There 
was another pause, and my grandmother struck up a conversation with this lady. A few seconds 
later they heard a cough and saw my grandfather slumped over. He was with Jesus.  My 
grandfather's last words were, "It was the Lord Jesus Christ who did it." 

Is there someone you need to thank for the difference they made in your life? Is your life so richly 
integrated with Christ that if someone thanked you for the impact you made in his or her life, you would 
respond, òIt was the Lord Jesus Christ who did it?ó 

May the expressions of faith from those who have gone before us and the outpouring of blessings from 
God, lead us to heartfelt thanksgiving. 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

November 2011 



Sunday Morning Adult Opportunities: Pastor Neil leads a 
new topic on what it means to be a Christian and to try to 
do the right thing in the midst of our daily lives. We will 
discuss the intersection of our faith and daily life as we go 
through Paulõs letter to the Philippians. Jim Bell continues 
to lead a Parenting group in the Fellowship Hall. The 
young adult group, lead by Matt Pearson, continues 
discussing Radical in the Parsonage. Each of these classes 
meets at 10:15 AM. Following the 8:00 AM worship 
service, there is a discussion of the readings and sermon 
for the week. Please consider attending one of these or 
another opportunity to grow in your faith throughout the 
week and month at Trinity. 

Each year for All Saints Worship (November 6 & 7) we 
remember those from Trinity who have gone home to 
heaven in the past year. In addition to these, we thank 
God for the lives of those whose names were shared on 
the remembrance cards the last few weeks in October. 
Also, Immanuel Trinity Village invites the residentõs family 
and friends to gather in the Independent Living Room to 
honor the memory of the residents who have passed away 
this last year. This Celebration of Life Service will take 
place on Tuesday, November 1, at 3:30 PM.  

Sports Night: Thursdays at 7:00 PM the adults will use up 
some energy on the volleyball court. No matter your skill 
level, you are sure to have a great time! In January we will 
switch it up with basketball. Contact: Matt Pearson (402-
339-3788). 

Thanksgiving Eve Eve: Letõs worship God on November 22 
at the FLC at 7:00 PM. The message will be shared by 

Joan McAleer. We will gather on Tuesday instead of 
Wednesday to allow all those who will be travelling the 
opportunity to come together in worship and fellowship 
with us. After the service, please stay for coffee, pie and 
conversation. Pies, cool whip and kitchen help are always 
welcome. Call Sharon, 402-339-3788 if you can serve in 
any of these areas.    

Decorating for Christmas: Please sign up on the bulletin 
board to order one or more poinsettia to decorate our 
worship centers for Christmas. The decorating team 
appreciates your support. Cost is $10.00/plant, and the 
last day to order is November 14.  

Book Reader Discussion Group: Our November book 
selection is Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by 
Jamie Ford. (285 pages, none at the Sump)  Synopsis:  In 
1986 Henry Lee discovers the belongings of a Japanese 
family who were sent to the internment camps during 
WWII. He is reminded of a friendship with a young 
Japanese-American girl in the 1940õs  Here is a glimpse of 
the damage that is caused by war to the hearts and 
humanity of individual people. Join us on November 15 at 
7:00 PM in the Brideõs Room at the CC for great 
discussion.  Contact: Ardis VonSeggern (402-592-0100). 

Flower charts for 2012 are up for both of our worship 
locations. The suggested donation amount for altar 
flowers is $30.00. Please remember to take your flowers 
home following the last service at the worship location you 
provided them.  If you have empty 2-liter pop bottles, 
please drop them off at either worship location. These are 
to be used to transport flowers home after worship. 

Pastor Erik opened with devotions. Council discussed 
different types of òcapitaló. There are essentially five 
types (spiritual, relationship, physical, intellectual, and 
financial) and if we want to grow in any one of them, 
we do so by investing the others. Because God has 
invested in us, He expects a return on His investment 
(parable of the talents). 
Results of the Holy Cow survey were discussed. Further 
analysis will be done with a goal of identifying two to 
four areas to focus on for more effective ministry. 
Early results of the Vision Appeal and annual pledges 
of support for 2012 are in. We anticipate more will be 
received. So far, fewer people have made a formal 
commitment than previously, but those who pledged, 
on average, increased their commitment. When final 
results are in, we may need to adjust the objectives 

and priorities of the Vision Appeal. 
Doug discussed the nominating process for the 

annual Congregational Meeting and 
elections slated for January 29, 2012. 

The nominating committee will organize and begin 
that process in October. 
Council received and discussed a draft of the pro-
posed 2012 budget. Formal approval will take place 
at the November Council meeting. The annual Budget 
meeting will be Sunday, November 20. 
Council discussed and developed a policy if/when 
there are excess funds raised in support of missions 
that the funds be used for subsequent similar missions. 

We closed with the Lordõs Prayer. 

Trinityõs Executive Board 

President - Doug Pikop  
Vice President - Scott Hembertt 

Secretary - Kerri Stover 
Treasurer - George Madson 

Church Council elections are approaching. If you are interested or 
wish to suggest a prospective candidate, please contact any one of the 
listed Nominating Committee Members: Greg Classen (402-592-0780), 
Bob Graham (402-592-1105), Debbie Mohr (402-339-5303) and Nancy 
Noda (402-331-8666). 



FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
FLC=Family Life Center CC=Church Center P=Parsonage (623 S Madison) 

Every Tuesday - Fellowship Bible Group - 7 PM - P - Patty Reid - 402-331-6257  
11/03 -Fifty-Five Plus-1 PM-CC - Sue Lauritsen - 402-331-2672 
11/07 & 21 -Adult Quilters-12:30 PM-FLC  - Joanne Ahlers - 402-339-3190 
11/10 -Stitchers-7 PM-IT Village - Joan McAleer - 402-339-3448 
11/11 -Scrapbookers-7 PM-CC - Amy Masek - 402-934-4975 
11/15 -Book Readers Group-7PM-CC - Ardis VonSeggern - 402-592-0100 
11/17 -Women of the ELCA (WELCA)-7PM-P-Karen Gerdes - 402-253-2263 
TBA -Trinityõs Old Timers - Pat Njus - 402-592-5751 

September Ending Balances 

General Fund - $217.55  
Benevolence - $9,710.52  
Building Fund - $64,769.07  
Mission Fund - $1,866.02  
Designated Fund - $10,714.95  

Trinity Relief Fund - $2,443.83  
Memorial Fund - $28,639.89  
FLC Loan - $627,310.16  
FLC Interest $701.36 
Farm Escrow - $157.75  

Financial Facts for Trinity:  

Our final 2011 payment to Church Mutual for Property 
Insurance & Workerõs Compensation in the amount of 
$3,981.75 was made in late August.  Our first payment 
for 2012 will be due in mid December. 
As of October 21, 2011, we have received 149 pledges 
to the General Fund out of the 669 member households. 
We have given a total of $68,540.29 in missions year-to-
date. This includes gifts sent to Shalom Ministries, The 
Raining Season, Heartland Family Services, the Youth Mis-
sion Trip, &  Ethan Perez just to name a few. 

Trinity sends self-addressed envelopes quarterly, so that if 
you might not be in worship one weekend, you may still 
mail in your tithes and offerings. Did you know that another 
way to support the ministry God is doing at Trinity is 
through our ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER (EFT) pro-
gram? Auto withdrawal forms are located in the entry at 
both worship locations and on our website, 
www.trinitylife.org. EFT funds are transferred to Trinity 
around the 25th of the month. Should you ever need to 
change the amount that you give, or to stop your auto with-
drawal, just call the Contributions Secretary, Shar Butler 
(402-339-3788). 

Stewardship Stirrings  
Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart.  
 ~ Colossians 4:2 
Prayer is open conversation with God. In the still moments of our quiet 

time, or during our ongoing daily dialog with God, in both 
the formal moments of appeal we make to the Lord and 
giver of all life and the informal, momentary bursts, we are 
to be thankful. A loving and generous God who has given 
us all good things the eyes can see, the heart can feel and 
the fingers can touch, created us. The Apostle Paul encour-

ages us to share intentionally our gratitude to our Creator God in our 
prayers. It is a great joy of Godõs children to speak words of gratitude to 
the Lord and giver of all life. This month of Thanksgiving, make sure God 
knows you are grateful that He welcomes and hears your prayers, listens 
to your prayers, and responds to your prayers. Prayers of gratitude are a 
great gift. Do not let your prayers be the end of your gratitude. Live your 
gratitude with words of thanksgiving and through heartfelt service. This 
season of Thanksgiving, allow gratitude to become an essential part of 
your everyday life. 

New Member Discovery Class: This three-session class 
meets during the Education Hour (10:15 AM) November 
6, 13 & 20. Those who have participated and wish to join 
our church family, will be welcomed on December 4. All 
those who are not yet members should consider attend-
ing this next Discovery Class. Childcare will be provided 

for children three and under, all others are welcome to attend Sunday 
School.  Indicate your interest on the welcome sheet. 

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE & BAKE SALE 
Family Life Center - 520 W Lincoln 

Delicious treats to purchase for 
your family holiday gatherings 
and an opportunity to for early 
Christmas shopping from first-
class vendors.  

Sponsored by 
Trinity 

 

Are your bookshelves overloaded? Do 
you have a large collection of books that 
need a new home? The Library Ministry 
Committee  welcomes donations of gen-
tly used books for their Book Sale during 
Lent. Just leave your donations in a sack 
or a box marked FOR BOOK SALE in 
the library area at either church location. 

http://www.trinitylife.org


November is a busy month for missions. This month we 
collect items for the Tri-City Food Pantry which has seen 
a large increase in demand over the past year. We will 
provide Thanksgiving Baskets for our partners at 
Fontenelle Community Church. And at the end of the 
month we will begin our annual Adopt-a-Family drive 
which will lead into the Christmas season. More 
complete details about these ministries and others are 
listed below. 

November is Food Pantry Month: Please bring pantry 
items (non-perishable foods only) to either worship 
location. Also needed, paper and hygiene products to 
stock the shelves at the TriCity Pantry which serves 
LaVista, Ralston and Papillion. 

Trinity has partnered with Shalom Ministries in India for 
many years. Pastor Vijay will bring greetings to us on 
November 13. If you would like to host him in your 
home, please contact the Church office.  Please pray for 
Shalom, the pastors being trained for ministry, for the 
òleast of theseó who are cared for there, and for Godõs 
safety as Pastor Vijay travels in America.  

Adopt-a-Family: It may seem too early to be thinking 
about Christmas, but Heartland Family Services is 
already planning their Holiday Assistance Program to 
help many in our community. Beginning November 6, 
we invite you to bring new, unwrapped toys and clothing 
items for children birth through teens to the entry at 
either worship location. If you would like to give a 
financial donation to purchase gift cards for the teens, 
please place your cash or check (payable to Trinity 
Lutheran Church, memo: Adopt-a-Family) in the 
envelope on the collection box. DEADLINE: December 
11 is the last date to bring your gifts. If you are 
interested in assisting with the event to distribute these 
gifts, please contact Sharon Bernady (339-3788). 

We continue to support the families in our community 
who receive services from Women, Infants and Children. 
The WIC Clinic uses our building twice a month and we 
encourage you to also bring diapers, wipes, baby 
bottles, and coupons to worship with you. These items 
will be distributed as needed. There are collection boxes 
at both worship locations.   

Stephen Center Fourth-Friday Meal: Sign up on the 
bulletin board at either worship location for the 
ingredients you will bring to prepare the dinner for 
November 25. Drop off these items in the kitchen at the 
CC by noon on Wednesday, November 23. If you would 
like to cook, please contact Mike Jones (402-597-
1660); if you will transport and serve the meal, please 
contact Ethel OõNeal (402-618-5637).  

Mission Trip to Sierra Leone: At least five people from 
Trinity will be going to Africa in January. Please keep in 
prayer: Matt Pearson, Tina Persinger, Taylor Surita, 
Brad Thompson and Kathy Jones. If you would like to 
financially support our team, please send your check 
(payable to The Raining Season) to Trinity. Note in the 
memo: Sierra Leone Mission Team. These funds will be 
split among our team members. Each one needs to 
raise approximately $3000 for this trip. As Godõs 
church, we are privileged to make Christ known around 
the world.    

Christmas Support: We have several roles that need to 
be filled for the Christmas season at Trinity. Here is a 
partial list: 

Pre-Christmas:  
Putting up wreaths, banners and greenery. For 
those with a strong back and are not afraid of 
heights. 

On Christmas Eve:  
Greeters at both locations - indoor and outdoor 
Parking Attendants 
Food and fellowship provisions for the staff and 
others integral to our worship services who do not 
go home until late in the evening   
Communion preparation, servers and/or clean-up 
Ushers 
Nursery Helpers 
Powerpoint operators 

Please be praying about where God wants you to take 
an active role in the life of Trinity and then contact 
Sharon Bernady (339-3788) to sign up.  

Starfish Ministries: We are collecting hats, coats and 
gloves for this ministry to the homeless in downtown 
Omaha.  

Starfish Ministry works to provide a hand-up for 

people in the Omaha area. By meeting some basic 

physical needs, building relationships, and imitating 

the love of Christ, we seek to provide hope in 

otherwise hopeless situations 

http://www.starfishministry.com/ 

Check out Daveõs blog for stories of what God is doing 
through Starfish ministries. 

 

Next Monthõs Mission Focus: 

Hygiene items to support The Raining Season in 
Sierra Leone 



Our theme for November is òGod Gives Me Food.ó As we learn about food groups, weõll have fun tasting special 
treats and being thankful to God for our family, food, and other needs. We will make biscuits to use as we act out 
the òfeeding of the 5,000ó with gummy fish. If you shop at Office Depot, please apply your purchase to the cash 
back program to be contributed to Little Lights Preschool. We use the funds from this program for supplies. 2012-
2013 Registrations: Current Little Light families may register Tuesday, January 10th at 8:15 AM; Trinity members be-
gin Monday, January 23rd; registration opens to the community on Monday, January 30. Please mail your registra-
tion to 520 W. Lincoln St., Papillion, NE 68046. Registrations will be honored in the order received. Forms are 
available at www.trinitylife.org or at either worship location. 

Nancy Wert 
Director of Little Lights Preschool 
littlelights@trinitylife.org 

Footsteps is marching right along learning that 
òJesus is the Reason for the Season!ó Our lessons 
this month are sandwiched between some special 
activities at the beginning and end of the month. 
But have no fear, the children are learning that 
Jesus is the greatest gift of Christmas! 

For those planners among us, please note that the 
Childrenõs Christmas Program featuring our 

Footsteps children (pre-k through 4th 
grade) as well as our 5th and 6th grade 
students is set for December 18th at 4:00 
at the Family Life Center. More details 

will follow via 
C o n s t a n t 
Contact e-mail 
notes once we 
get closer to 
the event. 

What We Believe is the topic our 5th graders are 
covering this month while our 6th grade learners are 
focusing on stories in the book of Genesis. Parents 
might want to review Genesis so you can discuss it 
with your kidsñtheir insight may surprise and 
amaze you! November also finds these grades busy 
planning and preparing their skits for the Christmas 
program.   

Jesus had a lot to say about the law and commands 
that God gave His people. The 7th and 8th grade 
students are hearing what He had to say on that 
topic before concentrating on His parables. Junior 
high kids can be very creative and imaginative, and 
they will have the chance to use those gifts later this 
month as they act out several parables!   

In addition to their video-driven curriculum, our 
High School Sunday School class is also preparing 
during November for the live nativity to be 
presented in December. More details will follow 
next month.   

One last thingéour service project for Sierra 
Leone is still ongoing! All Sunday School offering is 
going to help our friends at The Covering 
orphanage! In addition, we are collecting items for 
our Sierra Leone Mission Team to pack into their 
suitcases when they journey there to serve in 
January. Please see the box 
at the right for the items we 
are collecting. Thank you for 
your generosity in giving to 
those who have so little! 
God has richly blessed us 
here in America and He 
wants us to share our riches 
with others! Luke 12:48 says 
òWhen someone has been 
given much, much will be 
required in return; and when 
someone has been entrusted with much, even 
more will be required.ó(NLT) 

Thank you for sharing your children with me! I 
enjoy the chance to see and interact with all age 
groupsñalthough the high school kids are usually 
a little groggy when I greet them in the hall! 
 
Blessings, 

Sheila Kendall 
Christian Education Director 
skendall@trinitylife.org 

Items for Sierra 
Leone include:  
Pampers diapers - 

sizes 3, 4, 5 and pull 
ups 

Baby oil  
Lotion  
Baby Powder  
Vaseline  
Deodorant  
Toothpaste  
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