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From the Pastorõs Deské.. 

Change is often unsettling. Deborah and I understand that very well from our transitions this last year.  
We have both changed jobs. We have changed houses three times. We changed style of house from 
ranch style to a two-story house. We have changed climates. We have changed states. We have 
changed from living together to living apart to living together again. We will soon go through the proc-
ess of changing doctors and dentists. We have changed to empty nesters now that both of our children 
have apartments in different states. In the last year, we have experienced a great deal of change; we 
know change is often unsettling. 

August is a month of change. The seasons will begin to change. For many, the freedom of summer will 
change into the responsibilities of fall. Schoolchildren will change grades when school starts.  Many 
youth will change from living at home to living at college for the next stage of their lives. Responsibili-
ties at work may change.   

Even the Church experiences change. In August, we will change from our summer programming to fall 
and winter programming. New opportunities for ministry will change some schedules for families. The 
faces we see will change as new people move to Trinity and some people move away from Trinity. We 
will experience some changes in the way we accomplish ministry. 

One insightful student of change notes that in every form, change offers both a loss and a gain. When 
parents send their child to the first day of kindergarten, there is a loss at home and knowledge of times 
incessant progression. As the children learn, grow, and become more independent, there is a gain for 
them in each step of maturity. (It seems the same is true for that first year of college as well!) New jobs 
offer new challenge and opportunities for growth. New ministry at Trinity offers greater opportunities to 
grow in discipleship. In every change, there is a loss and a gain. 

As we seek the gain in the midst of change, we all need something stable and unchanging in our lives. 
The God of all creation offers that stability for us. God does not change. Our Savior is the same in 
every encounter of life. The scripture teaches us òJesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for-
ever.ó (Hebrews 13:8) Malachi records the words of God, òI am the LORD, and I do not 
change.ó (Malachi 3:6)   

We all experience change. August is a time when the easy flow of summer flows into the rapid pace of 
change in the fall. When change seems overwhelming, find stability in the Rock of Ages. Find your sta-
bility in God who takes every loss in change and offers the gain of new opportunities. 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

 Pastor Erik Boye 
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When the angel told Mary about 
Godõs plan to send her a son 
who would be the savior of the 
world, she was bewildered. After 
all, she was a virgin.  How could 
God pull this off? The angel 
assured her that nothing is 
impossible for God. And Mary 
responded by saying, òI am the 

Lordõs servant, and I am willing to 
accept whatever he wants. May 
everything you said come true.ó 
Luke 1:38 

Mary got it right. I often times 
donõt. Trusting God with life isnõt 
about the assignment. Nor is it 
about what happened in the past.   
Nowhere in scripture does it say 

that you and I need to 
understand HOW God will do his 
plan. All that is required is a three 
word response to God; òI am 
willing.ó  God does his best work 
through people who are willing, 
although otherwise uninformed.  

     Pastor Warren Riley 
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What you should bring:  
Your joyful hearts 

Swim suit or clothing that can get wet 
Cakes for the cake walk 

A side dish or dessert to share 

What we will provide:  
Tons of fun 

Burgers, hot dogs, chips and drinks 
Bounce houses and inflatable wet slide 

Games galore 
And did we mentioné..LOTS OF FUN!!!!! 

 

While the party begins at 12:45 PM, remember to worship at any of our services: 8 AM 

(traditional at the Church Center - 330 W Halleck), 9 or 11:15 AM (contemporary at the 

Family Life Center - 520 Lincoln) 



Community Educator Sunday is 
August 16. This is a day to honor 
and appreciate all who serve in the 
field of education. Please invite to 
worship those teachers who have 
served you and your family as we 
pray and thank God for them, 
encouraging them as they begin 
another school year. There will be 
refreshments served at 10:00 AM at 
the FLC. We will have a òBlessings 
of the Backpacksó at all services on 
August 16, as well. We invite 
children of all ages to bring their 
new or wellðloved backpacks to 
worship for this blessing. 

Baptism Class: Raising children in 
faith is Godõs desire. Baptism is a 
component of the Christian faith. 
This class will provide parents with 
an understanding of baptism along 
with some needed strategies to assist 
them to raise their children in faith. 
Join Pastor Warren on August 22 at 
10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall at 
the CC. This class is open to anyone 
who wishes to have their child 
baptized or would like a refresher 
class to focus their task. If you need 
childcare during this class, please 
call the Church office.  

Our Book Reader Discussion Group 
invites you to read Falling Leaves: 
The Memoir of an Unwanted 
Chinese Daughter by Adeline Yen 
Mah (274 p.) and then join us on 
August 18 at 7:00 PM in the Brideõs 
Room at the CC for discussion. 
Synopsis: Born in 1937 to an affluent 
Chinese family, Yen Mah suffered 
appalling emotional abuse at the 
hands of a cruel and manipulative 
Eurasian stepmother. This is her 
struggle for independence. It is a 
work of heartfelt intimacy and a rare 
authentic portrait of twentieth-century 
China.  

We Appreciate Grandparents: What 
a tremendous blessing it is to have 
generations that invest in each 
othersõ lives! Invite your 
grandparents or grandchildren to 
worship with you on September 13. 

A grandparent would be proud to sit 
next to their grandchild during 
church and a grandchild will delight 
to worship with Grandma and or 
Grandpa. This is an opportunity to 
worship God together; donõt miss it. 

Empty Nesters invites everyone, 
especially those whose children have 
left home, to Gospel Night at the 
Double D Ranch in Ashland on 
Sunday, August 16. Tickets are $30 
for dinner and the show. We will 
leave from the Church Center at 
4:00 PM. Call Ken or Jackie (331-
0468 or 676 -4337) by August 8 if 
you would like a ticket. 

Blood Drive: We continue our 
partnership with the American Red 
Cross by providing opportunities to 
donate blood. On Saturday, August 
19 from 7:00 AM - 12:30 PM the 
blood mobile will be in our Family 
Life Center parking lot. Please 
register by contacting Shar Butler, 
339-8041or do so on their website,  
www.givelivegiveblood.org. If you 
are unable to donate Shar has many 
other areas for which you may help. 

 Financial Peace University: We 
finish our current 13-week class on 
August 25 and begin the next course 
on September 1 with classes meeting 
at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall at 
the CC. Check out how FPU has 
impacted two couples in our current 
class: òFinancial Peace University 
has been a blessing to us. The 
class "meets you where you are at" 
financially so it is easy to 
make immediate changes. We are 
amazed at how much we have saved 
and paid off after just six weeks of 
class. The most exciting part is that 
my husband and I have gotten on 
the "same page" with our finances 
and it is no longer stressful to discuss 
these matters because we are 
working toward the same goal. We 
highly recommend taking this class. - 
John & Darcy Cottone, Omahaó  
And from another couple in the 
class, òInitially, we had heard about 
Dave Ramsey's classes through a 

f r i e n d  a n d  i t  s o u n d e d 
interesting....although, not that 
appealing. The thought of "one more 
thing to do"...much less a class on 
money. But we're in our early 40's 
and knew we needed to get a 
handle on things. At this point, we 
would say taking Dave's class has 
been one of the best things we've 
ever done to get our financial picture 
in line and open up communication 
in our marriage. Money has always 
been a subject we avoided. We both 
had the thought that somehow things 
would work out. Dave's class has 
given us a light at the end of the 
tunnel. We now know where our 
money is going. As of today, our 
credit cards are officially PAID 
OFF!!!! We have used those cards 
as a crutch our entire married lives. It 
feels good to be free of them. We 
would have never even thought it 
was possible to get to this point 
before we started Dave Ramsey's 
Financial Peace University.ó Come to 
the preview on August 17 at the CC 
at 7:00 PM to learn if FPU might 
offer hope for your situation or to 
learn some new strategies for your 
future. Call Tina Persinger, 597-
3667, with any questions. 

 
FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

Contact Info in Italics 

08/06 - Fifty-Five Plus - CC 

Sue Lauritsen - 331-2672 

08/03 & 17 - Adult Quilters - FLC 

Joanne Ahlers - 339-3190 

08/06 - Stitchers - IT Village 

Joan McAleer - 339-3448 

08/14 - Scrapbookers - CC 

Amy Masek - 934-4975 

08/16 - Empty Nesters 

Jackie Mach - 331-0468 

08/18 - Book Discussion - CC 

Ardis VonSeggren - 592-0100 

08/20 - Afternoon WELCA - CC 

Marie Olsen - 339-3454 

08/20 - Evening WELCA 

Karen Gerdes - 253-2263 

08/25 - TOTS - Carpool from CC 

Pat Njus - 592-5751 



Brush Up Nebraska: Trinityõs team of painters who participated last year and had such 
fun and got so much joy that we are doing it again and we invite you to join the team. If 
you would like to spend the morning of August 8 or 15 prepping and painting, please 
contact Norm Schuessler (733-6924). Our assigned house is in Ralston. This is a great 
opportunity to reach others with the love of Jesus. 

Stephen Center: We grill hot dogs the fourth Friday of the month for this shelter. If you are able to do this, 
please contact Ethel OõNeal (618-5637). The òdogsó will need to be grilled and in a roaster in the CC 
kitchen by 4:00 PM on August 28. We have additional food items necessary to complete the meal. See the 
bulletin board at either worship location and sign up to bring something. All items should be in the CC 
kitchen by Wednesday, August 26 at noon. Contact Mike Jones (597-1660) with questions. 

Heartland Family Services: Domestic violence is in every community, including our own. To help HFS meet 
the needs of the people staying in their shelters, we are collecting clean bedding in good condition. Please 
place these items in the bin in the entry at either worship location.  

Hands and Hearts to Serve: Trinity wants to be a place that offers strong ministry that encourages our body 
of believers to live for Christ and that shares the Good News of Jesus with those who may not know Him. 
We need many hands and hearts to serve in our ministries that are structured to impact lives for Godõs 
glory. Before you say òNot me!ó, please prayerfully ask God how He would like you to get involved in 
ministry. Maybe you have participated in a bible study for many years but God would like to grow your 
faith by asking you to lead one. Maybe you have a way with students but you donõt think that you know 
enough, God equips those who will humbly seek Him. Perhaps you are gifted with a camera or in the 
kitchenñthen we have a task that is perfect for you. Share with us your gifts and talents (The Bible teaches 
us that God has given at least one to every person.) and we will probably have an opportunity for you to 
use them for God through ministry at Trinity. Some current needs include: Shepherds and teachers for 
Rotation Sunday School; leaders and helpers for Rooted mid-week ministry; adult bible study leaders; 
kitchen help for our Rooted fellowship meal. Contact the Church office for details about where you might 
like to be involved.  

Stewardship Stirrings 
ñThe best of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God.ò  Exodus 34:26 

God provides a model for our stewardship. Throughout the scriptures, God teaches the practice of 
òfirst fruitsó giving. òFirst fruitsó means giving to God first, not from what is leftover. In Biblical times, 
Godõs people would take the first part of the harvest to God. The first olives picked, the first grapes 
harvested, the first grain threshed, all belonged to God as on offering of first fruits. In our culture, we 
practice first fruits giving by writing the first check to the Church, rather than seeing what might be left 
over at the end of the month. First-fruits giving places our priority on our relationship with God and not 
with the world. Unfortunately, many have adopted two non-biblical practices of stewardship. The first 
practice is the òentertainment fee.ó  This means that whenever we 
attend worship, we give to òpayó for the service.  The second type 
of giving practiced today is òtipping.ó If worship was good, if we 
were moved, if something meaningful may have happened, then 
we will give. These two practices are not Biblical.  Biblical first fruit 
giving means we consistently give God the first fruit of our labors 
(read: the first check after the deposit), consistently, even if we 
were not able to be in worship. What is your giving practice? How 
can you adjust your giving to better honor Godõs model for 
stewardship? 

General Fund - $(305.22) 
Benevolence - $4,606.66  

Building Fund - $ 67,017.75  
Mission Fund - $1,866.02  

Trinity Relief Fund - $1,047.78  
Memorial Fund - $25,346.46  

FLC Loan - $748,594.09  
Farm Escrow - $3,612.76  



Dare I say it? Those carefree 
summer days are coming to an 
end.  Soon and very soon we will 
begin our Sunday School activi-
ties once more!  Sign-Up Sundays 
on August 16th and 23rd are your 
opportunities to register your chil-
dren for classes which begin Au-
gust 30th. Your early registration 
helps us in our planning to make 
these programs a success! 

Drip, drop, drip, drop. The ani-
mals are safely loaded and God 
has closed the door.  Imagine the 
faith and trust of Noah to build 
the enormous ark when there was 
no water in sight! The water came 
later!  Rotation Sunday School 
begins this fall learning about the 
tremendous faith, trust, patience 
and obedience of Noah. August 
30th we start fresh with our Noah 
unit which contains Art, Cooking, 
Drama, Music, Science and 
Video lessons. Bring your imagi-
nation as we create our own ark, 
animals and rainbows during our 
time together! 

As a reminder, RSS serves our Pre
-K (must be 4 years old by Octo-
ber 15th) through 4th grade stu-
dents. Starting in 5th grade, our 
students enter the Confirmation 
program and enter the following 
foundational course of study: 5th 
grade students examine Lutherõs 
Small Catechism, 6th graders 
work through the Old Testament, 
7th graders tackle the New Testa-
ment and 8th graders learn to de-
fend their faith through apologet-
ics and a study of the book of 
Genesis. We also have a wonder-
ful high school Sunday School 
class that meets each week to dis-
cuss Biblical subjects and how 
they apply to our lives today. 

Now that Iõve sold you on the 
valuable educational concept, 
here comes my plea for help in 
making it all possible!  Our RSS 
program is a fabulous hands-on 
experience for our children, but it 
takes many loving hearts and 
hands to make it work! I need 
teachers and shepherds for Noah 

and beyond! RSS will cover five 
different units this year, so if 
Noah doesnõt float your boat, I 
have upcoming units on Christ-
mas, Moses, and the miracles of 
Jesus for which I will need teach-
ers. It is never too early to sign 
on!  Please call me at 339-3788 
to discuss any of these opportuni-
ties! 

I look forward to hearing the ex-
cited chatter and laughter fill the 
hallways once more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Kendall 
Christian Education 

skendall@trinitylife.org 

Preschool begins September 1st 
this year. The staff is excited to 
begin our 8th year.  Sixty-eight 
children will laugh, play, sing and 
learn skills through field trips, 
special events and daily activities. 
We invite the congregation to 
pray for the staff, children and 
families involved in this Trinity 
ministry.  
When shopping at Office Depot, 
please tell them you want to give 
credit to Little Lights Preschool for 
your purchase. The preschool will 

receive 5% cash back for your 
purchases. We have used the 
cash-back dollars to purchase 
some great things.  
We have a few things on our 
òWish Listó for the fall. We are 
thankful for your help. If you 
would like to help the preschool 
with a donation, select an item 
from the list and place it in the 
preschool crate at either building. 
New or gently used preschool 

books (no board books please) 
Used printer ink cartridges 

Play-doh brand dough- any color 
Zip-loc bags - gallon, sandwich or 

snack size  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelly Riley 
Director of Preschool 

littlelights@trinitylife.org 


